HERE COMES THE BRIDE

A JAPANESE may be buried
as a Buddhist but he pre-
fers to be married as a Shintoist1 In fact, until
1912 no forms for a Buddhist wedding seem to
have existed in Japan. In that year the head of
the Nishi Honganji sect decided to give the Shin-
toists a litde competition so he created a Buddhist
wedding ceremony which is a hybrid of the Shinto
and Christian services.

Although the Shinto style wedding ceremony
has been in use for centuries, it was not made into
a religious rite until 1900. The marriage in that
year of Emperor Taisho and Empress Sada-ko
in the traditional manner before the Imperial
Ancestor shrine (Kashikodokoro) started a trend,
and the first civilian $irine wedding was arranged

1 Antipathy against Buddhist j&iarriage rites is due to the
association of JBuddhism with death.